MLA STYLE GUIDELINES
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	Lennie is a simple character who has great dreams.  He longs to “live of the fatta the lan’” (Steinbeck 57).  However, Lennie’s personal problems seem to prevent him and George from ever obtaining those dreams.  Therefore, in the end of the story, when George kills Lennie, he was justified.  Even Slim said, “’You hadda, George.  I swear you hadda’” (107).  **Note- there is an extra quotation mark because someone is speaking in this passage.**
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Justice in Of Mice and Men

	In John Steinbeck’s novella, Of Mice and Men, there is a tragic event which forces the reader to ask: can the killing of another human being ever be justified?   




How does MLA style dictate the formatting of my papers?  MLA style provides guidelines that require you to properly format your first page, your heading, your in-text (parenthetical) citations and your “works cited” page.
Why do we use MLA style?  MLA style is used so that papers have a consistent format, and so that sources can be cited and found by any reader of a paper.   Writers build their credibility by demonstrating accountability to their source material. Most importantly, the use of MLA style can protect writers from accusations of plagiarism.

When do we use MLA style?  MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to write papers and cite sources within the liberal arts and humanities.

BODY 

When you compose the body of your paper, you follow MLA style when you use in-text (a.k.a. parenthetical) citations.   These must be used any time you directly quote the words of another, or when you paraphrase information from a source.  A good rule to follow is:  “When in doubt, cite it!”  You do not have to cite common knowledge.  
Remember: When punctuating your in-text citation, make sure the parenthesis is always inside the period.  See below.
In-text citations usually consist of the author’s last name and a page number; however, this varies from source to source.  

FIRST PAGE 

From top to bottom, the first page of each paper must include: 
In the top-right corner of every page, place a header with your last name and page number which is created in the “Header and Footer” option in Word
In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date.(Double-spaced)
In the center of your page, write your title.  This is not the title of the book you are writing about or your topic.  You should create your own title.  It will not be underlined or bolded.  





























WORKS CITED REQUIREMENTS


Complete the works cited page per the requirements outlined in the example below. 
 

MLA header is the same as the rest of your paper. 


Heading centered 1” from top of page. 
										Last Name Page Number

	Works Cited
		
	
	Hale, John K. "Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye." The Explicator  60.4 (2002): 
		220+. 	Literature Resource Center. Web. 22 Feb. 2011.  
First line of each entry is at left margin; subsequent lines are indented ½” (or five spaces).
	Miller, Edwin Haviland. "In Memoriam: Allie Caulfield in The Catcher in the Rye." 
		Mosaic 15.1 (Winter 1982): 129-140. Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism.
		 Ed. Jeffrey W. Hunter. Vol. 138. Detroit: Gale Group, 2001.  Literature Resource
		 Center. Web. 22 Feb. 2011.
Double-spacing is used throughout; no double-double-spacing.
	Salinger, J. D. The Catcher in the Rye. Boston: Little, Brown, 1951. Print. 
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Important Reminders:  
	Your Works Cited page is always the last page of your essay (it does not count toward you page minimum.)  Therefore, if you have properly set up your HEADER, your Works Cited page will be formatted appropriately. 
	You no longer underline the titles of books.  Italicize titles of novels, books, plays!  
	Make sure you differentiate between Print or Web (Where did you retrieve the information?)

While you should indicate if you found an article online, you do not need to include URL’s.  
Always alphabetize your sources- and don’t forget your primary source (the novel you read)!
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